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4th Race 

 

Rewind with rob 
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We are 15% of the way through the 
F1 season and only two things are 
clear: Rosberg will win every race 
and Ricciardo will come in P4. 
Teams that don't study history are 
doomed to repeat it, or something 
like that. Other than Rosberg and 
Ricciardo, the grid has been all over 
the place, often the result of 
opening lap contact. China 
continued the trend. 
 
Chinese Fortune Cookies 
As a reminder, the results were: P1 
Rosberg, P2 Vettel, P3 Kvyat, P4 
Ricciardo, P5 Raikkonen, P6 Massa, P7 
Hamilton, P8 Mad Max, P9 Sainz, P10 
Bottas.  Every team except Osogno and 
TonkaBMW picked Hamilton, Vettel 
and Rosberg in the top 3. The other 
two excluded Hamilton. 
Five out of eight teams picked 
Hamilton to finish first. Did they know 
about his 5 position penalty and think 
he would overcome it 
TonkaBMW won the Chinese GP with 
49 points and sits pretty in 1st overall 
with 106 points. It's 1-2 punch of 

2

Rosberg and Vettel proved to be the 
winning margin of victory. It showed a 
bit too much faith in Force India and 
not enough in RedBull.  
 
JBone 
 Came in 2nd with 39 points and is 6th 
overall with 76 points. This is the 
second excellent race in a row 
for JBone. His race was made with 
correct positions for Raikkonen and 
Ricciardo. He was the only one to 
predict a Ferrari victory. The bottom 
of his grid was marred by hopeful 
guesses for McLaren and Haas. 
 
Osogno Racing 
Grabbed 3rd and just missed out on the 
Championship lead with 103 points 
overall. It was one of the two teams to 
have Rosberg winning. Osogno thought 
Ferrari would sweep the rest of the 
podium. It showed great (misplaced) 
faith in Force India with them at 8th 
and 9th. Osogno's high overall placing 
with no race wins speaks to dangerous 
consistency. 
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Scuderia Drew 
 Took another 4th place with 32. With 
his penchant for 4th place, he may have 
to switch allegiances to Red Bull and 
abandon Ferrari. Speaking of 
abandoning Ferrari, his home team, 
Scuderia Drew had both Nazi Sleds 
ahead of his Ferraris. The word in the 
paddock is that betrayal was what 
Ferrari's boss was really upset about 
before the race start. Scuderia Drew is 
still in 7th place overall with 60 points 
after missing the first race. He needs to 
start making up ground. 
 
O'Brien Red Bull Audi 
 Sputtered into 5th with 30 points. It 
sits 3rd overall, however, with 93 
points. O'BRBA had the same top four 
as ScuderiaDrew --- Hamilton, 
Rosberg, Vettel, Raikkonen. As we 
know, that was far from correct. 
O'BRBA has a love affair with the 
odious Lewis (just like in Bahrain) and 
put him 1st, pole and fastest lap. There 
is an ongoing dispute as to whether a 
driver can get points for "pole" if he is 
penalized and not allowed to start in 
the front position despite being fastest 
in qualifying.  

Russian GP 

“If you’re not first, you’re 
last”  

– Ricky Bobby’s 
Dad 
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FO Racing  
Sunk to 6th with 22 points. It sits 4th 
overall with 86 points. FO Racing got 
Vettel is P2 but otherwise had a 
forgettable race. Of note, it had Alonso 
in P8 and a fucking Renault 
 scoring points. It's very possible the 
team management has not been 
following F1 at all. 
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Schweizer F1 
 Dragged across the line in 7th with 20 
points. It sits 5th overall with 81 
points. In what appears to be an 
ongoing concerted strategy, Schweizer 
went by the constructors: Nazi Sled (1, 
2), Ferrari (3, 4), Williams (5, 6), Red 
Bull (7, 8). With the chaos of the 2016 
season, that has not been how the races 
have shaken out.  
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Manor, I mean, PIT ROAD 
HOOLIGANS 
 continues to mystify by picking 1, 2, 3 
and 7, but no other places. 
Unsurprisingly, it came in last and 
remains in the basement. With the 
Russian GP around the corner, will 
there be any more clarity or certainty 
to the field? Will Schweizer F1's 
constructor drive ranking finally pay 
off? Will Lewis get off the line without 
crashing? Tune in to see. 
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Last week, the Mercedes team was 
acknowledged as "team of the year" 
during the Laureus sports awards in 
Berlin. Lewis Hamilton attended the 
event alongside his teammate, Nico 
Rosberg. Hamilton, known for his 
social media prowess, 
was mysteriously missing from the 
group selfie. Trouble in paradise? 

Ferrari boss, Sergio Marchionne, says 
he was embarrassed to watch his two 
drivers collide on the first turn of the 
Chinese Grand Prix. “This is the first 
time that the two drivers have ever 
collided and it isn’t something you 
usually see with Ferrari,” Marchionne 
said. “I’m more embarrassed for them 
than me if I’m honest." Marchionne 
later admitted he was pleased by 
Ferrari's comeback and overall finish.  

The Telegraph is reporting that Nico 
Rosberg will be offered a new contract 
to stay at Mercedes. It is unclear if 
Hamilton has been consulted.  

Nico Rosberg is the new bookies' 
favourite to secure the F1 drivers' title 
after his victory in the Chinese Grand 
Prix. 
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British world champion Lewis 
Hamilton has been named among 
Time magazine's 100 most influential 
people. John Legend was not 
mentioned.  

Former F1 champion Fernando Alonso 
- without a world title since 2006 - 
says he could still beat any other driver 
in the sport if he was in a similar car. 

World champion Lewis Hamilton says 
his Mercedes team-mate Nico Rosberg 
is yet to be properly challenged this 
season, adding of the German's lead at 
the top of the standings: "He should 
enjoy it whilst it lasts." 

Williams driver Valtteri Bottas has 
admitted he would not say 'no' if a seat 
opened up for him at Mercedes. 

Ricciardo has challenged Hamilton to 
join him in a charity boxing match. No 
word yet on whether or not that punk 
bitch Hamilton will commit. 

 

 

 

Charlie’s Chatter 

If these tracks 

could talk - John Szabo 

The Russian GP was first run in 1913, 
in St. Petersburg.  To no one's 
surprise, the first winner of the GP was 
Ruskie Georgy Suvorin, leading many 
to believe the fix was in from the time 
the lights went out.  The following 
year, the race was won by the German 
Willy Scholl, foreshadowing the 
turmoil that would hit Europe in the 
coming years.  As formula 1 goes, so 
does the world as they say.  

Myth has it that a young Vladimir Putin 
was in the stands that day when the 
blond haired, blue eyed, Willy Scholl 
took the checkered flag.  Boy Vladimir 
vowed to his father that he would 
return Russia to racing glory in the 
21st century.  With the rise of 
Redbull’s fiery young driver, Danil 
Kyvat, Putin may be able to keep that 
promise he made. 
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Where have we seen this before: Medium, Soft, SuperSoft? If 
you said at every race in 2016 thus far, you'd be correct. 

Here's where it gets interesting -- the Russian GP at Sochi is 
famously easy on tyres. In 2015, almost every car made a single 
pit stop. Perez did 41 of his 53 laps on a set of Softs. Alonzo 
managed 40 his 53 laps on a single set of SS!! Given the low tyre 
wear and the decision not to debut the UltraSofts at Sochi, there 
are two strategies. One is to one-stop. The other is two-stops 
with a short stint on the Softs just to get square with the 
regulations. 

As a result of Sochi's conditions, most teams have absolutely 
loaded up on the SS. Keep in mind that each team is required to 
have one set of Mediums and one set of Softs available for the 
race.  
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They are also required to have one set of SS for Q3 (if a car 
doesn't make Q3, it can carry those to the race). So a team 
could max out at 11 SS, and some have come pretty close. 

Haas and Red Bull have selected 10 SS. Williams has 9, 
Mercedes has 8 and Ferrari has 6. Does this suggest that 
Ferrari is worried their chassis is too hard on tyres? Why the 
conservative strategy? 

Everyone except the losers at Manor have gone with the 
bare minimum of Medium. Manor picked 2 of those. 

I'd be shocked to see any white walls out there on race day 
from anyone, even Manor. 

 

Tyre me out 


