
   

 

Great Britain GP 

“If you’re not first, you’re 
last”  

– Ricky Bobby’s 
Dad 

 

Official Outcome - Austria 

July 10th, 2016 

10th Race 

Practice 1:       Friday/5 AM 
Practice 2:      Friday/9 AM 
Practice 3:      Saturday/5 AM 
Qualifying:    Saturday/8 AM 
Race:               Sunday/8AM 
 

                    
OdiousLewis | MadMax| No-Smiles Kimi |Mr.Petronas |PrettyRicky| Button|Grosjean|Sainz | Bottas |Wehrlein 
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The schnitzel was good, the girls in 
their dirndls pretty, but the racing was 
sublime -- especially that last lap. It was 
that last lap that saw Mr. Petronas drive 
straight through “Turn” 2 and fall from 
P1 to P4 when Odious Lewis crunched 
his front wing. As Mr. Petronas 
plummeted, so did the fortunes of 
several constructors in the Pit Road 
Hooligans league. Also complicating 
matters were the disappointing results 
of Williams and Force India, only two 
weeks removed from their successes in 
Azerbaijan. Some league squads were 
also caught out by the impressive pace 
from the Red Bulls on what is widely 
considered a power-circuit. Although 
scores were generally down from the 
highs seen at Montreal, as always, there 
were still winners and losers.  
 
Key Corners 

• The top 5 teams got 20 points 
for Odious Lewis in P1 
although that placement came 
true with only 7 corners 
remaining in the race 

• Odious Lewis, Mr. Petronas 
and Vettel were only on 4 of 
the 8 predicted podiums, 
reflecting the lack of clear 
dominance at the top of the 
grid 

• The actual podium of Odious 
Lewis, Mad Max and No-
Smiles Kimi was not predicted 
by anyone, reinforcing the 
confusion that reigns 

• Bottas and the Troll were seen 
in several of the top 5 
predictions; the Jumping Bean 
made an appearance as well 

• Top 5 predictions were 
generally dominated by the top 
3 constructors -- Mercedes, 
Ferrari and Red Bull 

• Many teams picked up the 
bonus points for guessing 
Odious Lewis would sit pole 
and have the fastest lap 

• No team predicted that Nasr 
would have the most positions 
gained 
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FO Racing (50)  
stood on the top step based upon its 
consistency, not just flash. Sure, FO 
Racing got 30 points for Odious Lewis 
in P1, pole and fastest lap. But it also 
scored points for every prediction 
except Vettel (P3) and Alonso (P9), 
who both retired because of tyre or car 
trouble. FO Racing had the top 6 spots 
occupied by the 3 top constructors, 
which isn’t that imaginative, but it did 
predict the resurgence of Grosjean 
after a long hiatus from the points 
paying positions. And now, the 
celebrations! 
 
Schweizer F1 (41) 
had a second impressive race in a row 
after some tough results. The second 
step on the podium was largely thanks 
to Odious Lewis’s performance, but 
Schweizer F1 did get significant points 
for Pretty Ricky (P4) and some for the 
pick of Grosjean (P9). The promotion 
of the Williams cars into serious 
contenders (P5 & P7) was a notable 
misstep. A solid race allowed 
Schweizer F1 to climb into 5th place 
overall. 

Sauber Alfa Romeo (39) 
S used an interesting modification of 
the constructor strategy to secure the 
last podium position. Mercedes, Ferrari 
and Red Bull were locked into the top 
6 positions. But Sauber Alfa Romeo F1 
correctly predicted that Odious Lewis 
would take P1 while Mr. Petronas 
would be off the podium completely. It 
also correctly predicted that No-Smiles 
Kimi would beat his teammate and be 
on the podium. Further down the grid, 
the picks of Williams/Williams 
(P7/P8) and Force India/Force India 
(P9/P10) look less inspired. 
 
Tonka BMW (37) 
was within DRS range of the podium, 
but frankly was lucky to be that close. 
On the strength of 30 points from 
Odious Lewis’s performance, the team 
stays within half a second of second 
place overall. While picking No-Smiles 
Kimi over Vettel paid dividends, the 
demotion of Red Bull to the midfield 
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and the unwarranted optimism in 
Williams and Force India led to a lot of 
goose eggs.  
 
Pit Road Hooligans (35) 
Do you believe in miracles?! PRH is the 
Manor of the league in that it always 
comes in last. PRH is the Lotus/Sauber of 
the league in that it can’t afford the 
Internet to update its picks. But for at 
least one week (and coincidentally, the 
same week Manor scores a point), PRH 
comes in a very solid 5th place. Sure, 30 
points from Hamilton was the story here, 
but points are points. 

Scuderia Drew (27) 
One week after the top step, Scuderia 
Drew has tumbled down to sixth place. It 
was the highest placed team of those that 
did not give Odious Lewis the top step. 
Its decision to favor the boys in red, 
putting both Ferrari drivers behind no one 
except the silver arrows, paid off when 
Pretty Ricky ended in P5 and gave 
Scuderia Drew maximum points. As a 
team rumoured to have paddock 
connections, it curious that it did not 
foresee No-Smiles Kimi outshining Vettel. 
Perhaps it hadn’t brushed up on the 
previous newsletter regarding tyre wear 
(we know Vettel didn’t). 
 
O'Brien Red Bull Audi (20) 
had a race to forget. It scored full points 
for Pretty Ricky at P5, but curiously put 
Mad Max way down in P9. The teenager 
was said to be slighted. O’BRBA was one 
of three teams to put Bottas on the last 
podium step, a choice which did not pay. 
 
JBone (2) 
No, that’s not a typo. JBone scored a 
measly 2 points. Historians have poured 
through the archives and failed to locate 
any results even close to this one. But 
before anyone piles on here, JBone’s 
predictions weren’t that far off. For 
example, if he had swapped Mr. Petronas 
(P1) and Odious Lewis (P4) or No-Smiles 
Kimi (P6) and Vettel (P2), he would have 
shot up the leaderboard. Alas, JBone will 
have to leave the reshuffling for this 
weekend at Silverstone. 
 

Rewind with rob 



  
If these tracks could talk  

2015 Winner : Lewis Hamilton  
Nickname - The Mutton Grand Prix.  
 
Origin comes from the 1947 running when a driver ran over a sheep on the track, spewing mutton everywhere. 
The British Grand Prix is one of the oldest on the calendar. Silverstone has been the home of the race since 1987. For 
context, the author was born in 1987, that's how far back the history of this track goes. Silverstone has been revamped 
over the years, but is consistently one of the faster tracks on the F1 circuit. 
 
My favorite part about the British GP these days is its spot on the race calendar. The blokes in charge have placed the 
race immediately after our Independence Day. Can you believe that? We are still launching bottle rockets out of our 
cracks and crushing Bud heavy boob luges, and these dudes are trying to setup a formula 1 race.  
I mean I get it, they are trying to take some of the sting away from the annual reminder of that time little brother placed 
them over our knee and taught them a lesson their daddy should have a long time before. But it just comes off as 
desperate.  
 
For the odds makers out there, Lewis Hamilton is the favorite to win this weekend. This is his home race (even though 
he lives in Monaco), he is coming off of a win last weekend, and he has won here 2 years in a row. One thing that 
everyone is forgetting, he did not have to contend with Team America until now.  
That's right, Haas F1 is coming across the pond this year and I will be damned if I don't tear up listening to the Star 
Spangled Banner blasting from Silverstone Sunday morning. I am starting to almost feel bad for Britain; first the 
Revolutionary war, then we saved the day in WW2, and now taking a win at their own GP? You cannot come back from 
that as a country.  
 
Haas F1 over Brits all weekend. I am talking on and off the track. Gene Haas is going to stroll into the paddock post race 
and steal Jenson's girl immediately. Then he heads over to the Royal box, smacks the queen right on that regal bum of 
hers. Probably makes her smile for the first time since William started to need sunblock on his dome. NBC Sports cuts 
to Gene walking out with Kate on one arm, Pippa on the other. They never stood a chance. 
Hopefully, we aren't watching Nico drive around the final lap with his pecker in his hand, 60 seconds ahead of the next 
guys.  I am optimistic that the upgraded power units across the board and a track with the fewest number of turns on the 
calendar could make for some interesting overtaking. 
 
Class dismissed. 

 

 



 

As we race into the midpoint of the Formula One race calendar, we shift our 
WAG gaze from the drivers to the team executives. This week we examine 
Torger Christian “Toto” Wolff and Susie Wolff. Toto Wolff, a 30% Owner 
and Executive Director of Mercedes AMG Petronas Formula One Team, 
married Susie Stoddart, a British racing driver from Scotland, in October 
2011 on the Italian island Capri. The F1 power couple now resides in 
Ermatingen, Switzerland.  
 
Susie Wolff, an accomplished driver, started off in karting and moved up to 
Formula Renault and Formula Three before moving to the DTM to compete 
for Mercedes-Benz. Shortly thereafter, she was signed by the Williams 
Formula One team to work as a development driver. In 2014, Wolff was the 
first woman to take part in a Formula One race weekend in more than two 
decades when does raced in P1 of the British Grand Prix. 
 
Unfortunately, Susie Wolff announced her retirement from F1 on November 4, 2015. She has since joined Channel 4 in 
the UK to be an analyst for their F1 coverage. After Susie announced her retirement, Toto came to his wife’s defense 
and claimed she had more than enough skill to succeed in F1. "What makes me a little sad is that I am aware of doing 
more harm than good to her career that she built up long before she knew me. I often hear her described as 'the wife of 
Toto Wolff,' which is fundamentally unfair. There are advertising contracts that she cannot conclude because of me and 
the conflict of interest. She has had, and still has, a lot of compromises in terms of her career because of me," he added. 
 
Susie Wolff continues to fight for women’s’ standing in Formula One. “Do I think F1 is ready for a competitive female 
racing driver who can perform at the highest level? Yes. Do I think it is achievable as a woman? Most definitely. Do I 
think it will happen soon? Sadly no.” 

Wag of the week 

 
– Mercedes non-executive chairman Niki Lauda claimed Lewis Hamilton "destroyed" his room at the Mercedes 

office after Nico Rosberg took pole position in Baku in June. He also claimed Hamilton "lied" about getting on 
better than ever with Rosberg.  

– A day later Mercedes issued a statement on Lauda’s behalf. “Lewis Hamilton did not in any way damage a hotel 
room or his private driver room at the circuit during the race weekend in Baku; and Lewis Hamilton did not lie 
about his relationship with team-mate Nico Rosberg.” Something stinks at Mercedes.  

– Bernie Ecclestone, chief executive of the Formula One Group, said it would “not be good for the sport” if 
Mercedes issues team orders to Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg.  

– Following Sebastian Vettel’s outburst, tyre manufacturer Pirelli will launch an investigation into why the Ferrari 
suffered a puncture at the Austrian GP.   

– Red Bull suspects a car set-up issue for Daniel Ricciardo as the best driver in F1 has not been able to convert his 
blistering qualifying pace into podium finishes.  

– Felipe Massa says he will quit Formula 1 if he can't secure a "competitive" seat for 2017. 
– Max Verstappen has accused Lewis Hamilton of hiding his true feelings on safety in order to appear "cool". 

Verstappen added, "I had an incident in the drivers' briefing in Baku saying the pit entry was quite tricky, and 
he's like 'oh, you shouldn't bother about it'. But then Nico [Rosberg] jumped in and said 'wait Lewis, you just 
said you were [scared] when you were entering the pit lane'. So what is this approach?'" 

– Who is in charge at Ferrari? Rumors have started to swirl that Vettel, not team principal Maurizio Arrivabene, is 
the puppet master dictating the direction of the Italian team.  

Charlie’s Chatter 



 

There is often a lot of discussion about how teams break down their allocation of 13 sets of tyres each weekend. There is 
less discussion about how they go about using those 13 sets. Before moving onto the tyre allocation for this weekend, 
here is a brief look at one usage issue at the Red Bull Ring.  
 
One may recall the kerfuffle on Hamilton’s race radio when he learned that Rosberg was on a softer tyre than he was for 
the final stint. It turns out that by lap 50, the engineers had determined that the Soft tyre was the best race tyre on the 
cool track. You can see that Hamilton had the extra set of the hardest compound tyre (Soft) this race. It turns out that 
Mercedes alternates the job of running the hardest compound during free practice. Rosberg had the extra set of Mediums 
in Baku. In Austria, it was Hamilton’s turn to do the extra, data-gathering laps on the hardest compound (Soft). He 
didn’t put that many laps on them, however, because the rain started and crashes shortened practice. So when both 
Mercedes pitted around lap 50 in the race, Rosberg was coming off his only set of Softs and had to go onto the inferior SS 
(or he could have gone onto the Ultras, but there was some doubt they would hold up for the remaining 21 laps). But 
Hamilton had a second, barely used, set of Softs, which he bolted on, as the engineers had decided that even used Softs 
would be better than the new SS that he had available. After a few laps to warm them up, the Softs were the superior 
tyre. As you can see below in the British Grand Prix tyre selections, Mercedes elected identical tyre allocations for its 
drivers, so we will be spared any in-fighting this week, at least over tyres. 
 
As shown, the British Grand Prix will feature the three hardest 
compounds, the same options seen in Spain.  As usual, most teams 
have leaned towards the softer, faster compounds. However, there 
have been several races recently, especially those with cooler than 
expected temperatures, where the hardest compound has been used to 
great success in the race, perhaps to avoid a time consuming pit stop. 
As discussed above, at the Red Bull Ring, the Soft (hardest compound) 
was the preferred race tyre. In Canada, Hamilton and Bottas secured 
their podium positions by using the Softs (hardest compound) to 
enable them to run a one-stop race. Perhaps Ferrari, Red Bull and 
Force India are considering doing something similar at Silverstone, as 
they have taken additional Hard tyre sets. Force India has known tyre 
wear problems, but this may be more indicative of a strategy call from 
the other two teams. 
 
The race at Silverstone is 52 laps. Last year rain mixed up the 
strategies, with the top drivers starting on their Mediums from 
qualifying, running about 20 laps, then switching to Hards for about 
25 laps before the rain started in earnest and they put on Intermediates 
until the end. In 2014, there was a red flag on the first lap, which 
allowed everyone to change tyres without losing any time at all. For 
the most part, the drivers switched to Hard (to get square with the 
regulations), ran about 25 laps and then switched back to Mediums 
until the end. Drivers were able to get about 25 to 30 laps on their Mediums. 
 
It will be interesting to see how much faster the Softs are on this track. A team could conceivably use a one-stop strategy 
using the two harder compounds. We’ve seen the one-stop strategy work to great success, pushing tyre life further than 
many thought possible. But the top 10 qualifying cars will have to start on used Softs and almost certainly will have to 
make at least two stops. The considerable temperature and precipitation variation at the British GP mean that all 
predictions are off for this weekend. We will see how it shakes out when the lights go out at Silverstone. 
 
 

Tyre me out 



  

 

 
 

 

 

Circuit City  


