
   

 

German GP 

“If you’re not first, you’re 
last”  

– Ricky Bobby’s 
Dad 

 

Official Outcome – Hungary 

July 31st, 2016 

12th Race 

Practice 1               Fri 4 AM 
Practice 2              Fri     8 AM 
Practice 3             Sat     5 AM 
Qualifying           Sat     8 AM 
 
Race                     Sun     8 AM 
 

                                                    
OdiousLewis|Mr.Petronas|PrettyRicky|    Vettel    |MadMax|  No-Smiles | Alonso |YoungSpanierd|   Val   |Hulkenberg|  
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Greetings from behind the old Iron 
Curtain. We’ve all heard how the old 
Soviet tricks are still alive and well with 
the Russian state-sponsored doping 
scandal blowing up just before the 
Olympics. Well, some of those tricks 
may have been in play last weekend in 
Hungary where we saw record-breaking 
scores and our first correct podiums of 
the season. Or it could be that the 
racing was more predictable than 
hoped, as the Big Three teams have 
pulled out a comfortable time gap over 
the rest of the field. In turn, that has 
made the predicting easier and the 
scores reflect that. Let’s check out the 
record results from the Pit Road 
Hooligans league. 
 
Key Corners 

• Every team save Tonka BMW 
correctly predicted Odious 
Lewis would win the race. 

• Every team correctly predicted 
Mr. Petronas would finish 
second; it is time for a new 
nickname for the unlucky 
German? 

• The Big Three truly are 
ascendant -- there was only 1 
pick among the teams’ top 5 
picks that wasn’t from 
Mercedes, Red Bull or the 
Italian squad. 

• Only FO Racing (P7) included 
No Smiles in the top 5. 

• Mr. Petronas took a 
controversial pole position 
after barely lifting off the gas 
through the double yellow at 
the end of Q3; only J Bone 
scored points for that pick. 

• No Smiles set the fastest lap as 
he was able to run most of the 
race on fresh supersoft tyres. 

• No Smiles also took most 
positions gained 
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O'Brien Red Bull Audi (172) 
Set the current lap record for a race 
with a monster points haul. A huge 
amount of the points came in the form 
of bonuses -- 10 for correctly picking 
P1, 30 for correcting picking the 
podium and 60 for correctly picking 6 
positions in the top 10. These bonuses 
quickly multiplied the return on 
O’BRBA’s investment -- in the case of 
Odious Lewis, quadrupling the return. 
This is a lot of points any way you look 
at it, so there is not much to criticize 
here, but the Jumping Bean in the top 
10 these days…? 
Schweizer F1 (91) 
Is a long way off the winning pace 
without the bonus 60, but this would 
have been a record setter in its own 
right had O’Brien Red Bull Audi not 
blitzed the field. Schweizer F1 set the 
league’s second correct podium of the 
season. Perhaps it didn’t get as many 
points down the field because it wasn’t 
paying attention to the steady 
improvement of McLaren (P9 and P10 
instead of P7) or the deterioration of 
Williams (P7) 
Sauber Alfa Romeo (73) 
Didn’t get the correct podium but just 
missed out on the bonus 60 points with 
5 correct predictions. Notably, Sauber 
Alfa Romeo picked the young Mad Max 
to best his teammate. Had he swapped 
them he would have put a significant 
hurt on the field. Sauber Alfa Romeo 
thought Force India would shine on the 
track in Hungary, a prediction that the 
Force India principals are eager to hear 
more about. 
JBone (62) 
Brought his car home in 4th after 
getting the top 2 correct, but slotting 
Vettel over his former teammate 
Ricciardo in the last podium position. 
Had the race been a few laps longer, 
Vettel may have made that pass and 
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allowed JBone to hit the jackpot. JBone 
had both Williams in the top 10, with Val 
in the top 5. In a normal race, a haul of 62 
points is more than respectable, but the 
field has upped its game. 
Scuderia Drew (61) 
Was nipping on the heals of JBone, with 
only 1 less point. If he had had fresher 
tyres or perhaps moved Alonso up a slot 
he could have made the pass. Scuderia 
Drew also had the first two spots correct 
and also slotted Vettel (P4) in P3. Old 
favourites die-hard. Scuderia Drew 
employed the split strategy that we saw 
from O’Brien Red Bull Audi last week 
and predicted that Odious Lewis would 
take pole position and also have most 
positions gained. Is this the start of a 
trend? 
Tonka BMW (56) 
Had an “oops.” Red Bull underperformed 
a bit here. As the only team not to predict 
Odious Lewis in P1 (Pretty Ricky), Tonka 
BMW lost the 20 points that every other 
squad got there. Mad Max didn’t finish on 
the podium either. But the team made up 
a lot of ground in the midfield with 
correct picks of Vettel (P4), No Smiles 
(P6), and Alonso (P7). When one of the 
lower scoring teams has 56 points, you 
know things are heating up. 
FO Racing (51)  
Shared the Odious Lewis, Mr. Petronas, 
Vettel podium that many other more 
successful teams did. FO Racing seems to 
think the 27-year-old Pretty Ricky’s best 
days are behind him. He slotted him all 
the way down in P6 and two positions 
behind Mad Max. The Williams and Haas 
predictions further down the field did not 
help matters. FO Racing would be wise to 
consider an engine upgrade if it wishes to 
stay competitive in 2016. 
 that Alonso, Button and Grosjean would 
thrive at Silverstone. 
 

Rewind with rob 

                                                                                                                
(P1) O’Brien Red Bull Audi |(P2) Schweizer F1|(P3) Sauber Alfa Romeo 



  

 

If these tracks could talk  

The German Grand Prix is an awkward race weekend.  I think 
we can all admit that.  When you have a Mercedes driven by a 
Kraut (I can say that since I am 1/4 German), and a team that 
is run by a couple of Austrians, everything seems a little too 
soon.  I have no problem cheering on the German soccer team 
every 4 years in the world cup, but pulling for the silver 
arrows on Sunday seems over the line. 

And this is coming from a guy who loves 
Germany.  Sauerkraut is a meal, not a side.  My go-to 
Halloween costume in college was lederhosen (free tip for all 
of our younger readers out there).  And I have never said hot 
dog once in my life, it will also be a Frankfurter to me.   

Plus, they have the only head of state better looking than 
future Mrs. President Hillary Rodham Clinton.  

Full disclosure though, I really don't like wheat 
beer.  Hefeweizen?  No thank you.  The only person I know 
who enjoys wheat beer is my roommate, and she is a girl.  Last 
time I checked, F1 races were won by alpha males in slim 
fitting Onesies, not chicks sipping on cloudy beer with an 
orange wedge on the rim. 

Who knows, without the German GP being held in 2015, it is 
tough to say how sporting Red Bull and Ferrari will be.  The 
track lacks long straights, so maybe there is a shot for the Red 
Bulls.  Unfortunately, I think we are stuck with a blonde 
haired, blue eyed, Nico victory this year.  You can bet your 
bottom deutsche mark on it. 

 
– Manor are ‘working’ on securing Rio 

Haryanto for the rest of the season but have 
confirmed they have alternatives lined up if 
the Indonesian driver is released. 

– McLaren have dismissed rumors that Stoffel 
Vandoorne could replace Rio Haryanto at 
Manor for the remainder of this season. 

– Toro Rosso, who are using year-old Ferrari 
engines, believe the Honda power unit is 
now more powerful than Ferrari’s 2015 
spec. 

– Sebastian Vettel insists that he is "pretty 
happy" at Ferrari, despite speculation that 
he is frustrated and looking for a way out of 
the team. 

– Romain Grosjean says “there is no way I 
would say no” to Ferrari but confirmed he 
expects to stay at Haas for 2017 after the 
Scuderia retained Kimi Raikkonen for next 
season. 

– Red Bull team principal Christian Horner 
believes they are only likely to get stronger 
over the second half of the season after 
moving within one point of Ferrari in the 
battle for second in the constructors' 
championship. 

Charlie�s Chatter 



In many of our previous WAG columns the men have had 
the more recognizable names from a pop culture 
standpoint. That is not the case this week as we examine 
the relationship between Red Bull Racing Team Principal, 
Christian Horner, and Geri Halliwell. “Who is Geri 
Halliwell?” you may be asking yourself. She is none other 
than Ginger Spice. That’s right. Ginger Spice from your 
favorite pop group, the Spice Girls.  
 
While only Horner has married previously, both Horner 
and Halliwell have young children from former 
relationships. Geri has a ten-year-old daughter, and 
Christian has three-year-old little girl from his relationship 
to Beverley Allen. Their complicated pasts did not muddle their relationship, however, as the couple became engaged 

quite quickly after a whirlwind romance. Horner and Halliwell 
first became friends in 2009 and started dating in March 2014. It 
was only eight months before they announced their engagement 
on November 11, 2014. Asked to reflect on her relationship 
with Horner, Halliwell said, "When I met Christian, I 
automatically knew, I did, I actually said to my friend, 'I think 
I've met the man I want to marry'." Horner and Ginger Spice 
eventually married on May 15, 2015 in Bedfordshire, England.  
 
Much to the dismay of this reporter, there has been no word on 
whether or not there will be a Spice Girls reunion.  

 
 

Wag of the week 



 

  

The field hasn’t been to Hockenheimring since 2014. In that race, Pirelli brought the Soft and Supersoft compounds. 
Rosberg and Bottas came in first and second with two stop strategies, but almost everyone else stopped three times. In 
that race, the SSs went for about 15 laps and the Softs could be ridden for 25 laps. Button memorably tried to stretch 
the life of the Softs and got to 30 laps but then had to pit even though there were only 6 laps until the checkered flag. 
So although we’ve seen some tyre stretching this season, don’t expect any one-stop miracles on this 67-lap course. 
 
Interestingly, Pirelli has added a harder 
compound for the race this year -- giving 
teams the Mediums and Softs as “race 
tyres” with the SS as the qualifying tyre. 
In most grand prix this year, Pirelli’s 
3rd set of tyres has been the level softer. 
Hockenheimring is known as a fairly 
smooth, low degradation track, so the 
addition of a softer compound was 
expected here as well. However, Pirelli 
said that the cars are going much faster 
than they were in the last race (2014) 
and they expect degradation to be 
higher. As a result, they’ve added the 
Medium compound. The teams disagree 
with Pirelli. 
 
With the exception of Force India, and 
more on that in a bit, the teams have 
taken the bare minimum of 1 set of 
Mediums. Don’t expect to see them in 
practice and don’t expect to see them in 
the race. Although Force India has 
degradation issues, they have not been 
able to run the harder compounds with 
any success. We saw Perez with the 
Medium shoes for a few laps in 
Hungary, but he couldn’t make them 
stick and had to pit even sooner than he 
would have with Softs. Force India 
should probably just fix its chassis and 
stop hording the hardest compounds. 
 
The rest of the selections are pretty typical. The teams have gone about 2:1 for the softest compound (SS) over the 
middle compound (Soft). We could have another race like 2014 where the leaders put about 15 laps on their qualifying 
SS, and then 25 on Softs and 25 on another set of Softs. But if Pirelli is correct that degradation will be higher, we could 
see some interesting strategy calls this weekend. Tune in when the lights go out at Hockenheimring. 
 
 
 
 

Tyre me out 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Circuit City  


