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Buenas dias, amigos. What an 
unpredictable result from the track in 
Barcelona. Who could have predicted 
that both Mercedes would crash out? 
None of you, that’s for sure; everyone 
had both Mercedes on the podium. The 
elephant that must be acknowledged is 
that all of the predictions were kind of 
a crapshoot given the Mercedes 
retirements. You thought Massa was 
the 8th best car and got 10 points for 
that correct guess? Bullshit. Massa was 
really the 10th best car, but the two 
best cars crashed out. You got lucky. 
With that said, this is a game of luck. 
Here are the empanadas 
 

• P1, Mad Max; P2, Raikkonen; 
P3 Vettel; P4, Pretty Ricky; 
P5, Bottas; P6, Sainz; P7, 
Perez; P8, Massa; P9, Button; 
P10, Kvyat 

• 7 out of 8 teams had a Silver 
Arrow winning (looking at 
you Schweizer) 

• The top 3 teams picked 
Mercedes to finish 1, 2; that 
selection helped their picks, 
ironically 

• No one had Kimi on the 
podium; 4 teams had Vettel in 
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the top 2; all 8 had Vettel on 
the podium 6 out of 8 teams 
gave Rosberg the pole 
(incorrectly) 

• All 8 teams had their pole 
sitter winning the race, which 
is smart picking given the 
limited overtaking 
opportunities in Spain 

 
 
 
JBone (30) 
Another week, another win. Boner is 
third overall with 145 points. A strong 
showing for a team that sat out the first 
week. This one is easy to calculate: 30 
points from 3 correct guesses: Vettel 
(P3), Ricciardo (P4), Massa (P8). The 
JBone-Williams feud continues, fueled 
by the Bottas exclusion this week. 

O'Brien Red Bull Audi (30) 
Slightly off on the Williams cars, 
otherwise could have taken the 
checkered flag. Vettel, Ricciardo, and 
one position off on both Bottas and 
Massa. Sitting 2nd overall with 147 
points, O’BRBA is sitting pretty with 
the European races coming up. At least 
O’BRBA bothered to put Verstappen in 
its top 10, as opposed to JBone. 
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Osogno Racing (28) 
The league leader continues to impress. 
It sits comfortably in first place with 
170 points. Osogno got 10 points for 
Vettel in 3rd, and then took at least 
some points for almost every position, 
4th through 10th. It got some credit for 
Raikkonen, but slotting him after his 
teammate, in 4th. It put the Bulls in 5th 
and 6th, getting some points for Pretty 
Ricky. The Williams, India, Kvyat, 
Williams picks helped it rack up the 
points. Again, impressive consistency 

Schweizer F1 (27) 
A closet Ferrari fan, Schweizer had 
Vettel winning the race. That netted 
him 2 points, but the real jackpots were 
with Ricciardo at P4 and Kvyat at P10; 
10 points each. Schweizer has 
abandoned his constructor take and had 
good results with the chaos in Spain. 
Schweizer F1 is 5th overall with 140 
points. 

 

 

 

Monaco GP 

“If you’re not first, you’re 
last”  

– Ricky Bobby’s 
Dad 
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Tonka BMW (24) 
Tonka had a slew of near misses, hitting 
on 5 of its 10 place guesses. It sits 4th 
overall with 141 points. Of note, 
Tonka BMW hit big with Massa at P8, 
but whiffed big time with Alonso at P6. 
‘So wasn’t up to snuff on his home 
race. God knows what he said to the 
Honda technicians off-line after his 
engine failed two-thirds of the way 
through the race. 

FO Racing (19)  
FO Racing continues to disappoint 
given its purported pedigree. It is in 6th 
place overall with 119 points. FO’s 
Spanish GP was impressive (if that 
word can be used here) because it had 
Verstappen, the race winner, in the 
highest position in the League (P4). FO 
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is going to need to look for an engine 
upgrade if it looks to stay with the 
midfield as the European season gets 
underway. 

Scuderia Drew (14) 
After several impressive weeks, 
Scuderia Drew came back to Earth. 
Perhaps it was the pressure put on by 
the presence of several Ferrari bigwigs 
at the Barcelona track. In any event, SD 
had a very defensible pick of Merc, 
Ferrari, Merc, Ferrari, RB, RB, 
followed by Kvyat, Alonso and the two 
Williams, but that just didn’t pan out 
this race. Scuderia Drew is in 7th 
overall with 111, on the verge of 
overtaking FO Racing, which has one 
more race under its belt. 
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PIT ROAD HOOLIGANS (10) 
The dregs of the league are back where 
they belong, at the bottom. PRH got a 
few points for Vettel in P2 and was one of 
only two teams to have Hamilton sitting 
pole. Alonso at P7 (the only non podium 
position selected) did not pan out. PRH is 
8th overall with 43 points. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



  

• Sebastian Vettel, Fernando Alonso, Felipe Massa, Kevin Magnussen, 
Stoffel Vandoorne and Daniel Ricciardo will all be playing in 
Formula 1's annual charity football match against an all-star XI in 
Monaco. 

• Renault boss Frederic Vasseur has played down the chances of a "big 
name" driver joining the team for 2017, despite links with former 
world champion Fernando Alonso. 

• Could Carlos Sainz be a contender to replace Kimi Raikkonen at 
Ferrari? Sky F1 pundit Mark Hughes believes the Spaniard - partner 
to Max Verstappen at Toro Rosso prior to the Dutchman's transfer 
to Red Bull - should be in the frame. 

• Romain Grosjean will pay homage to his late countryman Jules 
Bianchi by wearing a specially designed helmet at this weekend’s 
Monaco GP. 

• After missing the Barcelona test, Lewis Hamilton attended the 
premiere of 'The Unknown Girl' film at the Cannes Film Festival 
with models Irina Shayk and Liya Kebede. 

 
 

Charlie’s Chatter 

If these tracks could 

talk - John Szabo 

Considered by many (Wikipedia) as part of 
the Triple Crown of Motorsport, the Monaco 
GP is where we all first fell in love with 
Formula 1.  

Of course, we all remember “The King of 
Monaco,” Graham Hill (pictured below), for 
his five victories in the 1960s.  What a time 
to be a race fan.       

After a sleepy 70’s, Senna and Prost 
dominated the race from 1984 to 1993.  No 
other driver could touch the top spot during 
this time frame, with Senna winning 5 
straight times from 1989 to 1993. 
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We’ve got new compounds for the race in 
Monaco -- the three softest, with the debut of 
the purple Ultrasofts. Last year’s race was 
memorable for the terrible decision to pit 
Lewis a second time when there was a Safety 
Car late in the race. That allowed Nico and 
Vettel to pass him and take P1 and P2. In 
2015, the best races were started on the SS and 
finished on the Softs. The thought is that a one-
stop strategy will be optimal in 2016 as well. 
 
Now harken back to Spain, where the pit lane 
delta was too great to allow three-stoppers 
Pretty Ricky and Vettel to catch the two-
stoppers even though Mad Max said it was like 
“driving on ice” for his last 10 laps. In Monaco, 
where passing is notoriously difficult, track 
position is at a premium, and I just can’t see 
teams going in for a second pit. Thus, we can 
expect most cars to start on the Ultras (used 
Ultras for the top 10), then move to SSs for 
the final stint.  
 
Last year, teams got about 37 laps out of their 
used SSs, and then did the final 41 on Softs. 
We don’t have a lot of info on the degradation 
of the Ultras, but expect a one-stopper all the 
same (Ultra/SS). Now, if there is a Safety Car, 
as there often is on the tight and unforgiving 
Monte Carlo course, you will see differing 
strategies at play. 
 
The teams have loaded up on the Ultras. 
Mercedes and Red Bull took the required 1 
Soft and 1 SS, added a single additional set of SS, 
and then took ten, read it again, ten sets of 
Ultras. Apparently they are going to spend all 
of their FP dialing in the chassis for running on 
Ultras in preparation for the all-important 
qualifying on Saturday. McLaren has taken five 
sets of SS, perhaps concerned about tyre 
degradation of the Ultras. Ferrari has also 
made a selection of note: going with 2 sets of 
the hardest compound (Soft). It’s an open 
question what purpose the Soft compound will 
serve this weekend, but perhaps Ferrari is 
preparing to run harder (Soft) and stay out 
during a Safety Car (or two) to preserve track 
position. We’ll see when the lights go out in 
Monaco. 
 

Tyre me out 
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Rich, famous and funny, Daniel Ricciardo admits plenty of women 
have saught him out as he gains fame as a Formula 1 driver. "There 
are some hot girls around — don’t worry about that, we do travel 
the world and there are some gorgeous females," Ricciardo relayed 
in a TV interview. "I have only got eyes on one, sorry ladies, I know 
I have just broken a lot of hearts." That one lucky lady is the 26-year-
old Jemma Boskovich. Ricciardo and Boskovich have been good 
mates since high school in Perth, Australia, but it was not until 
university that they became lovers. The young couple now live 
together in Monaco. They are looking forward to this weekend's 
race.  
 
For the most part, Ricciardo is fiercely protective of his private life 
and tries to shield his family, friends and Boskovich from the 
limelight. It wasn't until an interview last year that Ricciardo opened 
up about the couple and how he loves traveling with Boskovich. Ask 
what the best part of having his girlfriend on the road with him, 
Ricciardo answered, "An Aussie accent is nice." He went on to 
explain, "She doesn’t need to say much, I don’t get out of line. But it 
is nice to have someone there, having company. I think that it is 

Wag of the week 
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important." Asked if wedding bells called in the near 
future he kept his cards close to his chest. "Nothing 
yet," he said. "I will do something very secretive 
anyway. Otherwise half of Australia will probably rock 
up." 


